
BASIL
heirloom | non-GMO

GENOVESE

About Genovese Basil

There’s nothing quite like a sprig of basil to liven up a marinara or pesto sauce - and 
Genovese Basil is a clear winner when it comes to growing this herb in your own 
garden. Fragrant, tender, and extra-large, this plant is great for a potager garden and 
can be grown both indoors or outside. 

Sun:
Full Sun

Germination Time:
7-14 Days

Harvest Time:
50-60 Days

Hardiness Zone:
2 through 11

Plant Width:
10-14 inches
(25- 30 cm)

Plant Height:
18-24 inches
(45 - 60 cm)

Planting Depth:
¼ inch (0.6 cm)



Germination
Basil can be started from seed indoors or you can plant seeds or transplants after the 
danger of frost has passed. It can also spend its entire life inside a container, if you’d 
rather grow it indoors. When sowing seeds indoors, do so about 6-8 weeks before the 
last expected frost in nutritious seed-starting formula. Keep the soil warm and moist 
and seedlings should emerge in one or two weeks. Provide plenty of light on a sunny 
windowsill or beneath fluorescent lights. Transplant the seedlings to 3 to 4 inch pots 
when the seedlings have three pairs of leaves. Harden them off before transplanting 
them into the garden.

Planting
If you choose to direct sow Genovese Basil seeds in the garden, do so when the soil is at 
least 60°F. When transplanting or sowing directly, choose a spot that receives full sun 
and has rich, moist soil that is well-draining. Prepare the bed by removing large clumps 
of grass and stones and water thoroughly after planting. Apply a layer of mulch about 
one or two inches deep - this will help suppress weeds, with which basil competes 
poorly. Water well during dry spells, providing at least an inch of water per week. As 
your plants grow, you can pinch the stems to encourage bushiness. Remove flower 
blossoms to extend your harvest.

Harvest
Once you notice your Genovese Basil plants blooming, discard them. Any foliage that is 
produced will have an off-taste as the plant has gone to seed. Otherwise, you can pinch 
leaves from the tips of the stems to harvest, beginning about 60 days after seedlings 
have developed two sets of leaves. Basil is best harvested first thing in the morning, 
when it has the highest content of essential oils. Avoid harvesting more than one-third 
of the plant at once, as this can weaken it and stunt its growth. 




